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(c) The specific forms of age discrimi-
nation listed in paragraph (b) of this 
section do not necessarily constitute a 
complete list.

§ 90.13 Definitions of normal operation 
and statutory objective. 

For purposes of §§ 90.14, and 90.15, the 
terms normal operation and statutory ob-
jective shall have the following mean-
ing: 

(a) Normal operation means the oper-
ation of a program or activity without 
significant changes that would impair 
its ability to meet its objectives. 

(b) Statutory objective means any pur-
pose of a program or activity expressly 
stated in any Federal statute, State 
statute, or local statute or ordinance 
adopted by an elected, general purpose 
legislative body.

§ 90.14 Exceptions to the rules against 
age discrimination. Normal oper-
ation or statutory objective of any 
program or activity. 

A recipient is permitted to take an 
action, otherwise prohibited by § 90.12, 
if the action reasonably takes into ac-
count age as a factor necessary to the 
normal operation or the achievement 
of any statutory objective of a program 
or activity. An action reasonably takes 
into account age as a factor necessary 
to the normal operation or the achieve-
ment of any statutory objective of a 
program or activity, if: 

(a) Age is used as a measure or ap-
proximation of one or more other char-
acteristics; and 

(b) The other characteristic(s) must 
be measured or approximated in order 
for the normal operation of the pro-
gram or activity to continue, or to 
achieve any statutory objective of the 
program or activity; and 

(c) The other characteristic(s) can be 
reasonably measured or approximated 
by the use of age; and 

(d) The other characteristic(s) are 
impractical to measure directly on an 
individual basis.

§ 90.15 Exceptions to the rules against 
age discrimination. Reasonable fac-
tors other than age. 

A recipient is permitted to take an 
action otherwise prohibited by § 90.12 
which is based on a factor other than 
age, even though that action may have 

a disproportionate effect on persons of 
different ages. An action may be based 
on a factor other than age only if the 
factor bears a direct and substantial 
relationship to the normal operation of 
the program or activity or to the 
achievement of a statutory objective.

§ 90.16 Burden of proof. 
The burden of proving that an age 

distinction or other action falls within 
the exceptions outlined in §§ 90.14 and 
90.15 is on the recipient of Federal fi-
nancial assistance.

Subpart C—What are the Respon-
sibilities of the Federal Agen-
cies?

§ 90.31 Issuance of regulations. 
(a) The head of each agency which ex-

tends Federal financial assistance to 
any program or activity shall publish 
proposed and final age discrimination 
regulations in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
to: 

(1) Carry out the provisions of sec-
tion 303 of the Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975; and 

(2) Provide for appropriate investiga-
tive, conciliation, and enforcement 
procedures. 

(b) Each agency shall publish its pro-
posed agency age discrimination regu-
lations no later than 90 days after the 
publication date of the final general, 
government-wide age discrimination 
regulations. 

(c) Each agency shall submit its final 
agency regulations to HHS for review 
no later than 120 days after publication 
of proposed agency age discrimination 
regulations. 

(d) Final agency age discrimination 
regulations shall be consistent with 
these general, government-wide age 
discrimination regulations and shall 
not be published until the Secretary 
approves them. 

(e) Each agency shall include in its 
regulations a provision governing the 
operation of an alternate funds dis-
bursal procedure as described in § 90.48 
of these regulations. 

(f) Each agency shall publish an ap-
pendix to its final age discrimination 
regulations containing a list of each 
age distinction provided in a Federal 
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